STATE OF CALIFORNIA—HEALTH AND WELFARE AGeNCY

- DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES
" 744 P 8treet, Sacramento, CA 95814

May 12, 1982

FSD LETTER NO. 82-7

ALL-COUNTY LETTER BO, S82-ik

TO: ALL DISTRICT ATTORNEYS
ALL TITLE IV~D AGENCIES

— ALL COUNTY WELFARE DEPARTMENTS

SUBJECT: COWFIDERTIALITY, TIMEFRAME FOR REFERRAL OF CASES FROM IV.s TO IV-D,
PROCESSING OF UNDISTRIBUTED COLLECTIONS WHEN AID IS TERMINATED,
COLLECTION AND DISTRIBUTION OF CHRILD SUPPORT FOR MINOR MOTHERS, THO
PRRCENT SERVICE CHARGE, PATERNITY REFERRAL

Thie letter is being issued to revise, update, and clarify various policies in
the Child Support Program.

Confiéentialitg

In order to use public social service records (e.g., AFDC) to enforce the law,
the viclation of the law must be directly connected with the administration of
public socisl services (see Welfare and Institutions Code Section 16850}, or

those progrsms outlinmed in 45 CFR 302.18, including the administration of the

Child Support Program.

It is our opinion that the release of otherwise confidentisl custodial parent
information to parents with vieitationm privileges ig generslly not permitted
under Welfare end Ingtitutione Gode Bection 10850 or 45 CFR 302.18.

For guldance on the possible relezse of thig information, we refer you to
departmental regulations MPP Section 19-004,.6 which statee:
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.6 Disclogure to Parents Who Wish to be Reunited With Their Family

.61 Where a person claims to be an abgent parent, his/her identifi-
cation should be verified.

.62 No acknowledgment to the requesting parent that the child(ren)
or other paerent are receiving aid may be made.

.63 If the family is aided, the aided caretaker shall be contacted
for permission to release information. If persmission is granted,
the information shall be released.

.64 If the absent parent alleges that the aided parent hag kidnapped,
abused or neglected the child(ren), the case should be referred
to the child protective services for appropriate action. The
name and addrees of the applicant or recipient may be released
to law enforcement officiale for the purpose of locating abducting
parents and the abducted child(ren).

Timeframe for Referral of Czses From IV-A to IV.D

Interpretation of both Federal and State regulations indicates that AFDC abgent
parent cases need not be referred from IV-A to IV-D until eligibility has been

determined.

Reference: EAS Manual Section 43-201.14 which states the appropriate documents
must be forwarded from IV-A to IV-D "not later than two days after
aid has commenced".

45 CFR 235.70 requires "prompt notice within two working days of
the furnishing of aid".

The definition of "commencement of aid" and "furnishing of aid" is the date on
which cash is given to the family, 2 check or warrant is mailed to the family,
or other similar circumstances in which an assistance payment is made to the
family.

Processing of Undistributed Collections When Aid is Terminated

In order to eliminate credited amounts appearing in obligors'accounts and resclve
the problem of an ex-recipient receiving a lump sum payment and then returning

to aid with the IV-D agency having no chance of collesting for those payments
already distributed and credited to the obligor's account, the following policy
ig being issued:

IF: 1) The recipient is no longer receiving assistance;
2} The obligor has continuously met his current obligation;
3} There is no arrearage;
4) The three-month enforcement period has expired; and,
5) The recipient has not signed a non-welfare application.
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THEN: Ary money remzining in the obligor's account will be returned to
the obligor.

Collection and Distribution of Child Support for Minor Mothers

45 CFR 232.11 Asgignment of Rights to Support

(1) As a condition of eligibility for assistance, each
applicant of AFDC shall assign to the State any rights to
support from any other person such as applicant or recipient
may have.,' {emphasie added)

45 CFR 302.32 Child Support Payments to the IV-D Agency

"(z) In any case in which child support payments are col-
lected for a recipient of aid under the State's Title IV-A
plan with respect to whom an assignment under 232,11 is
effective, such payments ghall be made to the IV.D agency
and shall not be paid directly to the family...." {emphasis
added)

45 CFR 302.52 1Incentive Payments to State and Political Subdivisions

#{a) Eligibility for incentives. The IV-D sgency shall
pay incentives to political subdivisions of the State or
to ancther State when both of the requirements set forth
below are met.

(1) The political subdivigion {or a legal entity of the
political subdivision, guch as a Prosecuting District
Atvorney or & Friend of the Court) or other State makes
the enforcement and collection of the support rights
assigned under 232,11 of this title....

{2) 7The enforcement and collection of the assigned gupport
rights are made pursuant to a State IV-D Plan.™

Based on the above referenced sections, it is the State's position that all
minor mothers ghall be referred to the Family Support Division for enforcement
of child support. When the FSD makee a collection on behalf of the minor
mother, it will be used to repay the assistance paid to the FBU in which the
minor mother is included, &nd incentiveg will be claimed on the recoupment.

Two Percent Service Charge

Based on an Attorney General's opinion (52 Op. Atty Gen. 120 (1969)), a two
percent gervice chargs may be collected in the following instences and manner:
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There must be an existing court order with the two percent service charge
included sbove the amount of the child support obligstion or prior notice
must be given to the obligoer that there is & service charge. The service
charge should be collected in the following manner:

IF: The full child support obligation {s received but not the two
percent fee
THEN: The county mey deduct the fee

IF: Partial payment of the child support obligation is recefved
THEN: Yhe county maey deduct a proportional smount of the two percent
fee

Paternity Referrel

' BAS Manual Section 43-201 reguiree the Welfare Depertment to tske certain action
“when en AFDC spplication ie filed on behalf of & child whose parents are un-
married end paternity hae not been established by a court order.” {(emphacsie
added)

Thie requirement includes AFDC-U caees where the alleged father is not abgent
from the home.

Upon receipt of the case, the Diptrict Attornmey shall determine, whether he

elects to proceed in the estsblishment of paternity in such cases.

Attached for your informaetion is & copy of the Femily Court Roster isgued by
Philadelphia.

If vou have any queetions; plesse contact your county Child Support Operstione
anglvet at 916/322.6384,

Sincerely, j

8. McKINBEY '
Deputy Birector

Attachment




" OA-501 12-67 ’ } COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA

December 18, 1981

sussecT:  Philadelphia, Pennsylvania IV-D Directory

TO! A1l State IV-D Directors

FROM: (f/(M i L /&l’fm?y—_

Linda M. Gﬁﬁﬁ, irector
Child Support Programs

Attached hereto is a directory of personnel with addresses
and phone numbers of Domestic Relations staff of Philadelphia Family Court.

As you may be aware, Philadelphia Domestic Relations Branch is
very large with Units located in two separate facilities.

If petitions, correspondence and communications are directed to

the proper Unit, we will be able to expedite appropriate processing of the
case.

It would be extremely helpful if all pleadings and correspondence

clearly indicate whether the case is AFDC or Non-AFDC or Paternity and include
the Philadeiphia Domestic Relations number,

We would greatly appreciate your using the attached directory and
distributing a copy to your political subdivisions.

Thank you for your cooperation in this matter.

LMG/MP/cg

Attachments







DIRECTORY

DOMESTIC RELATIONS BRANCH

PHILADELPUIA FAMILY COURT

Gloria P. Thomas, Esquire, Chief
Room 231A, Family Court

1801 Vine Street

Philadelphia, Pa. 19103
215-686-40730, 4031

Joseph J. DiPrimio, Esquire, Project Director
Room 1010, Family Court '

1600 Walnut Street

Philadelphia, Pa. 19103

215-686-7726, 7727

Office of Legal Counsel
Marvin D. Weintraub, Esquire, Supervising Attorney
Room 521, Family Court
1600 Walnut Street
Philadelphia, Pa. 19103
215-686-8329, 8930

Administrative Assistant
Room 1012, Family Court
1600 Walnut Street
Philadelphia, Pa. 19103
215-686-7727

RECIPROCAL FILING

All new petitions, complaints, etc. should be directed to:

Petition Control Unit

Margarct Chmielewski, Supervisor
Room 152, Family Court

1801 Vine Street

Philadelphia, Pa. 19103

215~ 686-4016

RECIPROCAL (Phila. respondent)

Inquiries regarding reciprocal cases where Philadelphia
is the responding jurisdiction should be directed as follows:

(1) Non-AFDC (exclading Paternity)
Pre-Trial Unit
Bertha Jones, Supervisor
Room 148 A Family Court
1801 Vine Street
Philadelphia, Pa. 19103
215-686-4038




{2) AFDC (excluding Paternity)
Pre-Trial Unit
Mary Lou Baker, Supervisor
Room 905, Family Court
1600 Walnut Street
Philadelphia, Pa. 19103
215 - 686-8972

(3) Paternity - AFDC and Non-AFDC
Paternity Unit
Normagene Russell, Supervisor
Room 619, Family Court
1600 Walnut Street
Philadelphia, Pa. 19103
215-686-8943

RECIPROCAL (Philadelphia Initiating)

Orders in the respondent jurisdiction and inquiries should
be directed as follows:

(1) HNon-AFDC (excluding Paternity)

Reciprocal Unit

Room 151, Family Court
1801 Vine Street

215, 4110

(2) AFDC (excluding Paternity)
Reciprocal Unit
Room 804 , Family Court
1600 Walnut Street
Philadelphia, Pa. 19103
215 686-8979

(3) Paternity AFDC and non-AFDC
Normagene Russell, Supervisor
Room 619, Family Court
1600 Walnut Street
Philacdelphia, Pennsylvania 19103
215 686-8943

ENFORCEMENT

inquiries regarding enforcement of a Philadelphia Order
should be directed to:

(1) Non-AFDC (excluding Paternity)
Enilorcement Unit i
Philip Priore, Supervisor
Room 231, Family Court
1801 Vine Strect
Philadelphia, Pa. 19103




ENFORCEMENT (Continued)

(2} AFDC and all Paternity
Enrorcement Unit
Vincent Colianni, Supervisor
Room 505, Family Court
1600 Walnut Street
Philadelphia, Pa. 19103
215-686-8934

LOCATION

Parent Locator Unit

William McMonagle, Supervisor
Room 901, Family Court

1600 Walnut Street
Philadelphia, Pa. 19103

215~ 686-8995

PAYMENTS

All support payments are to be made payable to the
Bureau of Accounts and checks sent to:

Bureau of Accounts

P.0. Box 18
Philadeiphia, Pa. 19105
Account of

Information regarding payments may be obtained from the
Burcau of Accounts, Domestic Relations Branch of Philadelphia
Family Court, Room 140, Family Court, 1801 Vine St., Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania 19103 from the following staff:

(1) Daniel Cugini, Director, Bureau of Accounts
215 - 686-4035%

(2) George Chavanne, Supervisor, Operations
215 —~ 686-4316

(3) Ceorge MacConnell, Supervisor, Accounts
215 - 686-4316

(4) General Information
215 - 686-4010




